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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to the request for continued examination filed 4 August 2009. 
Claims 1-20 have been previously canceled. Claim 26 and 35 have been canceled. 
Claims 21 , 28, 33, 36 and 37 have been amended. Claims 42-51 have been added. 
Claims 21-25, 27-34 and 36-51 are pending and have been considered below. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 21-51 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 4 
August 2009 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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Claim 51 recites the limitation "The method of claim 36 wherein the icon 
modifying component" in claim 36. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this 
limitation in the claim. Claim 36 is cites a GUI while claim 51 cites a method step. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 21-25, 27-30, 33-34, 36-39, 43, 45, 46, 48, 50 and 51 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Wagner (US 2004/0155908 A1). 

1-20. (Previously cancelled) 

Claim 21 : Wagner discloses a method for providing notifications of new events: 

a. on a wireless communication device having a small display (paragraph 0003), 

b. the wireless communication device having a graphical user interface 'GUI' 
displayed on the display (paragraph 0003), 
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c. the GUI having a main screen comprising an application portion for displaying 
icons for respective applications (paragraph 0050, [The screen is divided into a 
main portion and secondary portion.]), 

d. for execution on the wireless communication device (paragraphs 0050, [services 
and applications], 0101, [initiating a service or application]), the method 
comprising: 

e. providing on the main screen and in the application portion a plurality of 
application icons each representing an application on at the wireless device and 
each being invokable to launch its respective application (paragraphs 0050, [user 
selectable icons for services and application, 0101, [initiating a service or 
application]), and 

f. in response to a new event in respect of one of the applications, visually 
modifying the respective application icon in the application portion of the main 
screen to notify of the new event (paragraph 0060, [when new news has arrived, 
the news paper rolls down, a mail icon displays a counter to indicate the number 
of unread messages]), and, 

g. to display a first preview of a content of the new event (paragraph 0059, figure 
8A, [a news icon may display a current headline, for example "Tech Markets 
Boom"]); wherein 

h. the application icons are maintained on the main screen continuously (paragraph 
0056, [while the positions of the application icons may change based on context, 
the icons remain continuously]) ; and wherein, 
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i. the first preview persists on the main screen when a subsequent second preview 
is displayed for a subsequent event (figure 8A, [as can be seen, the current 
headline persists while other events have been indicated in association with 
other service or application icons]). 

Claim 22: Wagner discloses the method of claim 21 and Wagner further discloses 
invoking the one application in the application portion in response to the visually 
modified icon (paragraphs 0060, [the news paper unrolls to indicate new news], 0065, 
[the user decides to read the news by selecting the news data service]). 

Claim 23: Wagner discloses the method of claim 21 and Wagner further discloses 
monitoring the one application in the application portion to determine an occurrence of 
the new event (paragraph 0059, [the service management system presents specific 
information regarding the state of that particular service or application]). 

Claim 24: Wagner discloses the method of claim 21 and Wagner further discloses: 
determining a visual modification for the icon of the one application icon in the 
application portion in response to the new event; and using said visual modification 
when visually modifying (paragraph 0059, 0060, [information labels, animated icons and 
counters]). 
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Claim 25: Wagner discloses the method of claim 24 and Wagner further discloses said 
step of determining a visual modification comprises maintaining a count of new events 
for the one application in the application portion (paragraph 0060, [a count of unread 
email messages]). 

26. (Cancelled) 

Claim 27: Wagner discloses the method of claim 21 and Wagner further discloses said 
displaying the first preview is responsive to a user action (paragraphs 0065, [the user 
reads the news by selecting the news service icon], 0054, [the system detects user 
usage patterns and display services in a manner that the user is most likely to use the 
service], 0059, [the system has detected that the user has a preference for business 
news and therefore, displays the preview "Tech Markets Boom"]). 

Claim 28: Wagner discloses the method of claim 27 and Wagner further discloses said 
displaying the first preview comprises visually modifying the icon to include a dialog box 
over a portion of the main screen (figure 8A, [As can be seen in the figure, the previews, 
for example, the news preview is displayed in a box.]). 

Claim 29: Wagner discloses the method of claim 21 and Wagner further discloses: in 
response to an activation of the one application in the application portion having its icon 
visually modified to notify of the new event, automatically navigating through the one 
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application to the new event (paragraphs 0065-0067, figures 5B-5E, 8A, [the user 
navigates through the sports section to the desired information]). 

Claim 30: Wagner discloses the method of claim 21 and Wagner further discloses said 
wireless device comprises at least one of a data communication device and a voice 
communication device; wherein at least some of said plurality of applications manage 
communications capabilities associated with the wireless device and wherein said 
events of said at least some of said plurality of applications comprise communication 
events (paragraphs 0050, [cellular phones and PDAs], 0074, [telephone call, i.e. voice, 
calendaring, instant messaging, news, reports, movie services, mapping services]). 

Claims 33, 34 and 36-39: Claims 33, 34 and 36-39 represent the graphical user 
interface for carrying out the steps of the method of claims 21 , 25, 27, 28, 22 and 30, 
respectively, and are rejected under that same rational. 

Claim 43: Wagner discloses the method of claim 21 and Wagner further discloses the 
application icons occupy a major portion of the main screen (paragraph 0050, [the icons 
are displayed in a main portion of the screen]). 

Claim 45: Wagner discloses the method of claim 21 and Wagner further discloses the 
subsequent event is in respect of a second of the applications different from the one of 
the applications (paragraphs 0059, figure 8A, [the system detects a preference for the 
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kind of news for a user and displays a headline preview in relation to the news icon.], 
0065-0067, [the user reads the news and the system detects that the user likes to read 
hockey reports and adds a hockey icon is added to the display. Hockey updates are 
displayed in relation to the hockey icon.]) 

Claim 46: Wagner discloses the method of claim 27 and Wagner further discloses there 
is a delay before displaying the first preview in response to the user action (paragraphs 
0059, 0065-0067, [the system must detect a preference my monitoring usage patterns. 
Displaying a preview of a news item would not happen immediately and detecting the 
preference would occur over a period of time.]). 

Claim 48: Claim 48 discloses the GUI for carrying out the method of claim 43 and is 
reject under that same rational. 

Claim 50: Claim 50 discloses the GUI for carrying out the method of claim 45 and is 
reject under that same rational. 

Claim 51 : Claim 51 discloses a method step similar to the method of claim 46 and is 
reject under that same rational. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 31 , 32, 40, 41 , 44 and 49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Wagner (US 2004/01 55908 A1 ). 

Claim 31 : Wagner discloses the method of claim 21 but Wagner does not disclose, in 
response to a plurality of new events, visually modifying the icon of the one application 
in the application portion to notify of the plurality of new events. However, Wagner 
discloses detecting a plurality of new events and visually modifying the icon of the one 
application in the application portion to notify of a new event and indicating another 
event (figure 8A). That is, the movie icon shows an event, "Movie invite sent 7:46 am", 
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and a field indicating "No response". It would have been obvious to display an 
indication that a response had been sent. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to add in response to a 
plurality of new events, visually modifying the icon of the one application in the 
application portion to notify of the plurality of new events to Wagner. One would have 
been motivated to add in response to a plurality of new events, visually modifying the 
icon of the one application in the application portion to notify of the plurality of new 
events to Wagner in order to remind the user that 1 ) a movie invite has been sent and, 
2) to indicate to the user that he should respond if he has not yet responded and to 
remind the user that he has responded, thereby improving the operation and 
functionality of Wagner. 

Claim 32: Wagner discloses the method of claim 31 but Wagner does not disclose said 
visually modifying the icon of the one application in the application portion comprises 
displaying a preview of a content of each of the plurality of new events. However, 
Wagner discloses detecting a plurality of new events and visually modifying the icon of 
the one application in the application portion comprises displaying a preview of a 
content one new events (current headline is a preview of the new article displayed with 
the News icon, or the movie icon shows an event, "Movie invite sent 7:46 am", and a 
field indicating "No response".), but does not disclose displaying a preview of 
the content of each of the new events, (figure 8A). However, it would have been 
obvious to display an indication that a response had been sent or to display a headline 
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for each new article that is received by the news application. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to add 
said visually modifying the icon of the one application in the application portion 
comprises displaying a preview of a content of each of the plurality of new events to 
Wagner. One would have been motivated to add said visually modifying the icon of the 
one application in the application portion comprises displaying a preview of a content of 
each of the plurality of new events to Wagner in order to remind the user that 1 ) a movie 
invite has been sent and, 2) to indicate to the user that he should respond if he has not 
yet responded and to remind the user that he has responded, thereby improving the 
operation and functionality of Wagner. 

Claims 40 and 41 : Claims 40 and 41 discloses the graphical user interface for carrying 
out the steps of the method of claims 31 and 32, respectively, and are rejected under 
that same rational. 

Claim 44: Wagner discloses the method of claim 21 but does not disclose the first 
preview persists until the new event is opened. However, Wagner discloses receiving 
an event of "Movie invite sent 7:46 am" and also indicating that the user has not yet 
responded (figure 8A). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to add the first preview persists until the new 
event is opened to Wagner. One would have been motivated to add the first preview 
persists until the new event is opened to Wagner because the movie invite obviously 
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requires a response and if the movie invite is removed, then the user could forget to 
issue a response, therefore, it would have been obvious to maintain the display of the 
movie invite event until the user responds. 

Claim 49: Claim 49 discloses the GUI for carrying out the steps of the method of claim 
44 and is reject under that same rational. 

Claims 42 and 47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Wagner (US 2004/01 55908 A1 ) in view of Hirayama (US 2002/003561 3 A1 ). 

Claim 42: Wagner discloses the method of claim 21 but does not disclose the GUI 
further comprises a status portion for displaying wireless communication device status 
information. However, Hirayama discloses a wireless communication device that 
displays device status information on the device display at the upper part of the display, 
i.e. a status portion (figures 4A-4B, 5A-5D, 6A-6C). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention, with the 
teaching of Wagner and Hirayama in front of him, to add the GUI further comprises a 
status portion for displaying wireless communication device status information to 
Wagner. One would have been motivated to add the GUI further comprises a status 
portion for displaying wireless communication device status information to Wagner 
because, as disclosed in Wagner, the context module keeps track of different aspects of 
the users current context, for example, one aspect is the user's network presence, such 
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as whether the user has just lost a signal, or has their phone ringer off, therefore, it 
would be useful in Wagner to show the status of the signal strength or the ringer status. 

Claim 47: Claim 47 discloses the GUI for carrying out the method of claim 42 and is 
reject under that same rational. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOHN HEFFINGTON whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1696. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am to 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on 571-272-4847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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